Eligibility for Accreditation

Eligibility criteria are input-based expectations that ensure the foundational aspects of accreditation are in place. Programs applying for initial accreditation must meet all Eligibility Criteria before proceeding further in the accreditation process and demonstrating compliance with Standards I through IV. After Eligibility Criteria materials have been submitted and reviewed, programs seeking initial accreditation must be invited by the Commission to submit their Self-Study. Starting January 2022, programs seeking renewal of accreditation are no longer required to undergo Eligibility Review due to having completed at least one full accreditation process and continuing to demonstrate Maintenance of Accreditation on an annual basis. 

Initial COAMFTE accreditation is a process that occurs once a program has implemented a program design consistent with all elements of COAMFTE Accreditation Standards Version 12.5. Eligibility Review is the first step of this process and allows a program to demonstrate that specific foundational components are in place before proceeding to the full program Self-Study of Key Elements. Several eligibility criteria directly support specific program standards while others are more connected to institutional concerns. Of particular importance is Eligibility Criterion A that serves as the program's first submission of the outcome-based education framework fully evaluated later under Key Element I-A. Programs are expected to have carefully studied Standards I-IV and their Key Elements before beginning Eligibility Review.

INSTRUCTIONS 
· Refer to the ‘Rubric for Response’ in addressing each criterion. All documents referenced in the ‘Rubric for Response’ must be included in the program’s response.
· The narrative response to Eligibility Criteria must not exceed the 25 page limit (excluding this cover page and appendices).
· All required tables must be completed.
· In many cases, Eligibility Criteria can be adequately responded to by completing the associated tables, with no narrative needed. Programs may provide contextual information if they feel the table does not adequately describe how the program is compliant with the relative Eligibility Criteria. 
· Eligibility Criteria components (tables, appendices and supporting documents) must be combined into one PDF document with bookmarks linking to each individual component.
· Submit via email to COA@aamft.org. 




	COAMFTE Eligibility Criteria Narrative Template

	Accreditation Standards Version 12.5

	

	Institution 
	     

	School 
	     

	Department 
	     

	Degree (ex. MA, PhD, etc.)
	     

	Program Title (ex. Marriage and Family Therapy)
	     

	Program Director
	     




	Program Information
	Link to evidence 

	Distance Education:  See Distance Education Form for guidance on how to determine whether the program meets the definition of offering a distance education mode of delivery.

	· Is the program offered via distance education according to the Distance Education definition (Yes/No)? 
	

	· If yes, a Distance Education Form will be required with submission of the Self-Study.
	

	Geographic Scope: Briefly provide a summary of the program’s geographic scope (e.g. Where do students live? How does the program verify the location of students?).

	









Eligibility Criteria
Programs seeking initial accreditation provide evidence of each of the following key prerequisites in order to be eligible for accreditation.

Eligibility Criterion A: Outcome-Based Framework with Systemic Focus

The program has an overall outcome-based education framework that includes the following:
· Specific program goals with measurable student learning outcomes that are clearly derived from the program’s mission and that promote the development of Marriage and Family Therapists.
· Alignment of the program’s mission, goals, student learning outcomes and published materials with COAMFTE Developmental Competency Components. (See glossary)

				INTERPRETATION GUIDE
 Rubric for Response
· Completed Table for Eligibility Criterion A to map the program’s mission, goals, and student learning outcomes to COAMFTE Developmental Competency Components.
· In addition to other program specific goals and student learning outcomes, the COAMFTE Developmental Competency Components must be addressed by either the program goals or student learning outcomes. 
· Student learning outcomes (SLOs) should only be used for one program goal, although programs can have multiple SLOs to support the same program goal.
· Provide the required links to program materials.Required Evidence/Documents:
· Completed Table for Eligibility Criterion A:  Outcome-Based Education Framework with Systemic Focus.
· Specific links, or page numbers when relevant, to program materials.


	Eligibility Criterion A Table: Outcome-Based Education Framework with Systemic Focus
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Program Mission, Goals and Student Learning Outcomes (each SLO may be used with one Goal only)
	Knowledge
	Practice 
	Diversity
	Ethics
	Research

	 
	
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrate how Program’s Mission, Goals, Outcomes, and program materials align with COAMFTE Developmental Competency Components: 
	
	
	
	
	

	1) Knowledge of the profession  
	
	
	
	
	

	2) Practice of therapy
	
	
	
	
	

	3) Human diversity and social structure
	
	
	
	
	

	4) Professional ethics, law and identity
	
	
	
	
	

	5) Research and evidence-based practice
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Program Mission:
	
	
	
	
	

	Program Goal #1:
	List Student Learning Outcomes
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Program Goal #2:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Program Goal #3:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Program Goal #4:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	SLO #
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Required Links
	Provide location (link) of the documentation required below:

	Provide Link to Program Website
	 

	Program Handbook (link)
	 

	Other program materials, if available
	 

	Program Brochure (link or page #)
	 

	Additional Program Materials (link or page #)
	 






Eligibility Criterion B: Institutional Accreditation and Oversight

Master’s degree programs and doctoral degree programs reside in educational institutions that have legal authority to confer higher education degrees (i.e., regional/national institutional accreditation, Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada [AUCC] approval, other[footnoteRef:2]). Post-degree programs are chartered or otherwise state authorized to offer educational certificate programs and have a governance board that ensures the integrity of the program. [2:  For non-U.S. institutions in countries in which legal authority to award degrees is not available, the program meets this requirement if it demonstrates that its institution has standing and significant support in the local community or other communities of interest, e.g., well- known professional organizations and other respected entities that support the institution.] 


				INTERPRETATION GUIDE
Required Evidence/Documents:
· Completed Table for Eligibility Criterion B: Institutional Accreditation and Oversight.
· Verification of institutional accreditation for master’s and doctoral degree programs.
· Charter or state license for degree or certificate authority (post-degree programs only).
· Documentation of governance board (post-degree programs only).


	Eligibility Criterion B:  Institutional Accreditation/Oversight

	 

	Insert the documentation required below:

	Required Documents:
	Provide link or insert required documentation below:

	Verification of institutional accreditation or charter or state license for degree or certificate authority
	 

	Documentation of governance board (for post degree programs only)
	 





Eligibility Criterion C: Financial Viability

The program must be financially viable to enable the program to support the achievement of its’ program goals and student learning outcomes.

				INTERPRETATION GUIDE
Required Evidence/Documents:
· Completed Table for Eligibility Criterion C:  Financial Viability.
· Statement of Support from institutional administrator: The letter must be signed, dated, on institutional letterhead, AND from an administrator who has oversight of the program and does not serve as the program director.


	Eligibility Criterion C:  Financial Viability

	 

	Insert the documentation required below

	Required Documents
	Provide link or insert required documentation:

	Letter/Statement of Support
	 




Eligibility Criterion D: Diversity and Inclusivity Policies

COAMFTE acknowledges the importance of programs recognizing human dignity and defines diversity as being inclusive of race, age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, relationship status, gender identity, socioeconomic status, disability, health status, religious or spiritual belief, religious or spiritual affiliation and national origin. 

· The program strives for a diverse student body and faculty including instructors, supervisors, other relevant educators and professional staff. 
· The program documents its diversity and inclusion policies.
· The program publishes material regarding the diversity composition of its’ students, faculty, and supervisors, unless doing so would be prohibited by law.
· The program does not discriminate on the basis of race, age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, relationship status, gender identity, socioeconomic status, disability, health status, religious or spiritual belief, religious or spiritual affiliation or national origin in any of its activities or policies relating to students, faculty, including instructors, supervisors, other relevant educators and professional staff. 

Programs with a religious mission, purpose or affiliation with policies that are directly related to their religious mission, purpose or affiliation that are in conflict with the aforementioned COAMFTE diversity definition, must have published policies that are accessible, publicly available and disclosed to all individuals seeking to have an affiliation with the program.

In all instances, the program must comply with applicable state, provincial and federal nondiscrimination laws and regulations.

				INTERPRETATION GUIDE
 Rubric for Response
· Provide web links and/or handbook/catalog page numbers for diversity/inclusion/anti-discrimination policies.
· Provide a published link accessible to the public, with information about the diversity composition of the student body, program faculty, and program clinical supervisors.
· Note: Anti-discrimination policies must include all identities listed. Also, anti-discrimination policies must address that it applies to faculty, students, and supervisors or other educators.Required Evidence/Documents:
· Complete Table for Eligibility Criterion D:  Diversity and Inclusivity Policies.
· Web links and/or handbook/catalog page numbers for published materials related to diversity, inclusion and non-discrimination policies.
· A web link to the program’s demographic composition information.


	Eligibility Criterion D:  Policies and Program Transparency in Publications related to Diversity & Inclusion

	 

	For each and every row below, a web link or a link to a specific page or webpage in the document referenced or specific excerpt from document referenced must be included in order to satisfy Eligibility Criterion D.

	Published Information
	Web Link(s)
	Handbook/Catalog(s) and Page Number(s)

	Diversity & Inclusion Policy
	 
	 

	Non-Discrimination Policy
	 
	 

	Codes of conduct (if applicable)
	 
	 

	
	
	

	Required Documents
	Provide link or insert required documentation below:

	Provide link to the Program's Demographic Composition: include students, faculty, and supervisors
	 

	
	
	

	Provide Contextual Information (if needed):

	 




Eligibility Criterion E: Accuracy and Program Transparency in Policies and Publications
[bookmark: _2et92p0]
Published and/or promotional materials accurately describe the program to students and the public. The program has accessible published policies that are readily available to applicants, students, faculty, and the public.
· Published materials include but are not limited to: 
· Descriptions of the program’s guidelines, mission, goals, and student learning outcomes
· Graduate achievement data
· Academic calendar 
· Tuition and fees
· Degree completion requirements
· Degree completion timeframes including percentage of students graduating within advertised timelines

· Accessible published policies include but are not limited to policies concerning: 
· Student complaints and grievances
· Grading and assessment
· Remediation and dismissal
· Student technology requirements
· Authenticity of student work
· Informed acknowledgement of potential differences in MFT licensure requirements across state/provincial regulatory bodies 

The program provides evidence that before students begin their program of study, students acknowledge in writing they have been informed and are aware that licensing regulations may differ across states and provinces. 

				INTERPRETATION GUIDE
 Rubric for Response
· Complete Table for the Eligibility Criterion E with location of policies and information described in publications.
· Provide web links and/or handbook/catalog page numbers for 
· Program mission
· Program goals
· Student learning outcomes
· Graduate Achievement Data Table
· Academic calendar
· Tuition and fees
· Degree completion requirements
· Degree completion timelines
Policies on: 
· Complaints and grievances
· Grading and assessment
· Remediation and dismissal
· Student technology requirements
· Authenticity of student work
· Informed acknowledgement of potential differences in MFT licensure requirements across state/provincial regulatory bodies 
· Provide evidence that before a student begins the program of study, that the student acknowledges, in writing, that they were provided information that licensing regulations may differ across states and provinces.Required Evidence/Documents:
· Complete Table for Eligibility Criterion E:  Accuracy and Program Transparency in Policies and Publications by providing links and/or page numbers to program policies and publications.
· Provide the student acknowledgment policy and form demonstrating students received information about portability of the degree.


	Eligibility Criterion E:  Accuracy and Program Transparency in Policies and Publications

	
	
	

	For each and every row below, a web link or a link to a specific page or webpage in the document referenced or specific excerpt from document referenced must be included in order to satisfy Eligibility Criterion E.

	

	

	Published Information
	Web Link(s)
	Handbook/Catalog(s) and Page Number(s)

	Program mission
	 
	 

	Program goals
	 
	 

	Student learning outcomes
	 
	 

	Graduate achievement data table
	 
	 

	Academic calendar
	 
	 

	Tuition and fees
	 
	 

	Degree completion requirements
	 
	 

	Degree completion timelines
	 
	 

	Policies on:
	Web Link(s)
	Handbook/Catalog(s) and Page Number(s)

	Complaints and grievances
	 
	 

	Grading and assessment
	 
	 

	Remediation and dismissal
	 
	 

	Student technology requirements
	 
	 

	Authenticity of student work
	 
	 

	Portability of Degree:
	Web Link(s)
	Handbook/Catalog(s) and Page Number(s)

	 
Student acknowledgement policy  
	 
	 

	Student acknowledgement form 
	 
	 

	 

	Provide Contextual Information (if needed):

	 




Eligibility Criterion F: Graduate Achievement or Student Program Status Data

Master’s degree programs or post-degree programs applying for initial accreditation must have graduate data for the program for which they are seeking accreditation. 

Doctoral degree programs applying for initial accreditation must have achievement data for students who have completed the advanced curriculum and one of the advanced practical experience components. Doctoral programs may apply for initial accreditation prior to having a graduate as long as all of the following conditions have been met:  
· Students have completed the advanced curriculum.
· Students have completed one of the two areas of the required advanced practical experience component.
· Students are in the process of satisfying the second required area of advanced practical experience.

				INTERPRETATION GUIDE
 Rubric for Response
· Master’s degree and post-degree programs must provide a list of graduates from the most recent graduating cohort. 
· Doctoral degree programs must provide a list of students in the program who have completed required curriculum and experience components.
· Programs must identify current students and present graduate achievement data as appropriate for the degree earned by each individual graduate.

Required Evidence/Documents:
· Completed Table for Eligibility Criterion F: Graduate Achievement or Student Program Status Data. 
· Graduate data for each graduate of the master’s or post-degree program.
· Current student program status information for each student enrolled in the doctoral program.

	Eligibility Criterion F:  Graduate Achievement or Student Program Status Data 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Graduate or Student Name
	Program Type
	Year Entered Program
	Year Graduated
	Advanced Curricula 
	Advanced Experience Component  
	GAD II               Job Placement Rate
	GAD III MFT Licensure Rate

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Has this student completed the Advanced curricula? (doctoral)
	Has this student completed one of the two areas of the required advanced experience component? (doctoral)
	Has this graduate found employment?
	Is this graduate licensed?
(All levels of licensure are acceptable)

	e.g., Graduate Name 1
	MS
	2013
	2015
	N/A
	N/A
	Yes
	Yes

	e.g., Graduate Name 2
	MS
	2013
	2015
	N/A
	N/A
	Yes
	No

	e.g., Graduate Name 1
	Post degree
	2012
	2015
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	e.g., Student Name 1
	PhD
	2010
	IP
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A
	N/A

	e.g., Student Name 2
	DMFT
	2014
	IP
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Provide Contextual Information (if needed):

	 

	

	

	

	

	

	





[bookmark: _Hlk76483578]Eligibility Criteria Disclosure
	
	

	Place an X in the first column to indicate your agreement with each of the following statements:

	
	I have thoroughly reviewed all the COAMFTE Version 12.5 Standards, including the Eligibility Criteria.

	
	I understand that submission of Eligibility Criteria is only the first step in the accreditation process.

	
	I understand that submission of Eligibility Criteria does not guarantee nor imply a successful accreditation outcome.

	
	I understand that the accreditation process requires the submission of a self-study no later than one year after submission of the Eligibility Criteria.

	
	

	I have read the COAMFTE accreditation standards and understand my role and responsibilities in the COAMFTE accreditation process.

	

	
	

	Type your name above or insert an electronic signature
	




